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Channel was disputed. As a result the English
Government made strenuous efforts to increase the
efficiency of the navy, and more interest was displayed
in maritime affairs than hitherto. And accordingly
the lower class rose in importance still more, since
they supplied the sailors as well as the infantry, and
there,was a corresponding decline in the influence of
the Baronage, who were useless so far as the sea was
concerned.

Enough has now been said to show that there was
a great difference between the Hundred Years' War
and all previous contests between England and
France. To sum up these points of contrast, it was
waged with a new object, and it was fought under
new political and military conditions. Hitherto the
personal ambitions of rulers had been at least a very
potent, if not the sole, factor in every war, whereas
the present struggle was essentially popular. The
more minute consideration of the effects of the war
upon England may be postponed for the present,
but it may be asserted in this place that, generally
speaking, the war marks a distinct advance towards
modern conditions in policy, in government, and in
the social condition of the people. For this advance
the struggle between England and France was
responsible, directly or indirectly, and in this fact
lies its ultimate importance.

In conclusion, it remains to sketch very briefly the
progress of events from the outbreak of war to the
time at which this period properly begins. The first
campaigns were abortive. Edward, as might have
been expected, landed in Flanders and secured the